
Ants Go To Picnics
By Dr. Wal ter L. Wil son 

he great King Sol o mon on two oc ca sions has called
our at ten tion to the lit tle ant that we might profit
thereby.  “Go to the ant, thou slug gard; con sider her 
ways, and be wise.”  “The ants are a peo ple not

strong, yet they pre pare their meat in the sum mer.”  Prov.
6:6, 30:25.

Since this wise and good king has rec om mended that
we go to school to the ant, let us do so for a while.  I am
sure it will be de light fully in ter est ing.

Some one has said, “The ant is the busi est crea ture in
the world, but she has time to at tend ev ery pic nic.”  Have
you not no ticed how quickly the ants find the food?  Not
only do they hunt up ev ery pic nic, but they seem to seek
out ev ery pan try.  They like jelly and jam.  They re joice in
sugar and syrup and are not eas ily kept from en ter ing.

They are most as sid u ous and ar du ous in all their la -
bors.  They are dil i gent and vig i lant in seek ing out their
food.   They seem to be tire less in their la bors.  They “work 
while ‘tis day” and stay home at night as all good chil dren
should do.

I took Sol o mon’s ad mo ni tion quite se ri ously one day
and so jour neyed out to the park with the fam ily for a pic -
nic, tak ing along a mag ni fy ing glass.  Af ter suf fi cient
search, I found a tiny path through the grass which had
been made by the ants.

Ly ing down be side the path, I waited for Mrs. Ant to
ap pear.  You see, all the ants that go to pic nics are fe males.  
It is a case of let the women do the work.  The male ants re -
main down in the ground, tak ing care of the ba bies and do -
ing the house work.  I did not have long to wait un til a
lovely lit tle lady ant came am bling along the path seek ing
her supper.

I quickly placed a chunk of bread down at the edge of
the path, and my lit tle vis i tor soon found it.  Tak ing as
much as she could carry, she started back along the path
go ing home with her pre cious bur den.  An other ant soon
met her, and I was de lighted to ob serve what fol lowed the
meeting.

The first ant laid down her piece of bread, and with
her front feet she gently touched the body of the sec ond
ant im part ing to her in some way the good news about the
lo ca tion of her great find.  To my as ton ish ment the sec ond
ant made no ef fort to seize the piece of bread which the
first ant had de pos ited on the ground.

As ant num ber two loaded up with bread and started
back along the trail, I watched both of them.  Each time the 
per for mance was re peated, and each time the bit of bread
on the ground was un mo lested.  What a les son this is to
our hearts.

Chick ens or dogs or pigs will quickly grasp any bit of
food laid down by an other and will run off with it.  The ant 
knows no such im pu dence.  She re spects the rights of oth -
ers.  She ad mits the pro pri ety of own er ship.  They dis -
claim all self ish ness.

As the ants jour neyed home bear ing the pre cious bur -
den, they told so many about their find that soon a stream
of ants was on the jour ney, and be fore long all the piece of
bread was stored safely away in their ground homes for
the win ter.

So God’s good Gos pel has spread.  One co mes to the
Bread of Life and feeds to the full, then goes on his jour -
ney to tell oth ers he meets of the won der ful trea sure he has 
found.  By tongue and by pen the news is spread that
Christ Je sus is the Bread of Life.  So thou sands upon thou -
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sands have come to Him, and
oth ers are com ing only to find
that the half was never told. 

Each ant has four pairs of
ears.  There is one pair of ears in
the two front legs, an other pair in 
the ab do men, an other pair in the
tho rax, and an other pair in the
head.  God has gra ciously gifted
this lit tle in sect with un usual
hear ing abil ity be cause it is so
small that it can not see much and
there fore can not avoid danger.

God shows His care for ants
as well as for el e phants.  He cares 
for you too, no mat ter how small
or weak or in sig nif i cant you may
think you are.  He cares for ev ery
mo ment of your life, and He
wants all of your de vo tion and
truth.

The ants are very dil i gent
and ac tive in the sum mer time be -
cause they know that the win ter
is com ing when there will be no
pic nics.  They dare not ven ture
out when snow and ice are on the
ground.  They know better than
to leave their homes when the
tem per a ture is be low freez ing. 
They have learned from some
source that frozen food can not be 
car ried or bro ken loose from the
ground.

Where did the ants learn all
of these need ful things?  Did
some athe ist or in fi del some -
where, some time, es tab lish a
school for teach ing ants about
the fu ture?  Will any of these
learned gen tle men kindly step
for ward and tell us how the ant
be came so wise?

Per haps when the ant and the 
el e phant and the al li ga tor and the 
dog all parted com pany from the
orig i nal pro to plasm, they di -
vided up among them selves the
dif fer ent ways of liv ing and were 
self-in structed.  Who knows? 
Let us gather to gether some of
the pro fes sors from some of our

Morning Glory
Volume XCVI – Number 6

June 2014

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

email:  haugerep@cableone.net

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Kevin Gunderson  ...........................................................................Dexter, MN
Vice President:  ..........................................................................................................Vacant
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Wayne Almlie ..............................................................................................Des Moines, IA
Duane Nessa ................................................................................................Garden City, IA
Matt Peterson ...................................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Rodney Stueland.............................................................................................Dilworth, MN
Joel Zeltinger..................................................................................................Bismarck, ND

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Table of Contents
Ants Go To Picnics ......................................................................................................1-3
Mother’s Day • It is the Lord ..........................................................................................3
Editorial .......................................................................................................................4-5
Faith to Endure................................................................................................................5
From our Fellowship Circle ............................................................................................6
How Excellent is Thy Lovingkindness, O God ..............................................................6
Believable …Yet Unbelievable....................................................................................7-8
The Christian Rest...........................................................................................................8
Led by the Spirit of God............................................................................................9-10
Why is Revival Delayed?..............................................................................................10
The Lutheran Doctrine of Conversion (Part II).............................................................11
Concerning Prayer ........................................................................................................12
The Blood of Jesus • They continued in prayer • I Seek Not Yours, But You ..............13
Unsolicited Advice • Seven Things That Please God ...................................................14
Seven Things That Please God (cont) • UpDate ...........................................................15
Hauge Annual Conference • Thou Worm Jacob ...........................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, February,
March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November and December, by
the Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and
printed by Send-It Shipping & Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN
56537. Periodicals postage paid at Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping &
Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



great uni ver si ties and have them expound this mystery.
“God (hath) made fool ish the wis dom of this world”

(1 Cor. 1:20).  All the law mak ers, the joke mak ers, the
sportswriters, the mon ey mak ers, to gether with all the
teach ers and pro fes sors with all the pol i ti cians and un be -
liev ing preach ers in the coun try put to gether could nei ther
give life to a dead ant nor teach a live ant how to live.  We
have a liv ing God on the Throne who knows all about it. 
He can do it, and He does do it.

Mo ses was com mended of God be cause he be lieved
in fu ture judg ment and pre pared for it.  He knew that the
aveng ing an gel would pass through the land at mid night
and would de stroy all the first born who were not un der the 
blood. He knew that even his own house would not be
exempt.

As great as he was and as good as he was, he knew that 
his house must be pro tected by the blood.  He obeyed God, 
he shed the blood of the lamb, he ap plied the blood over
the door, and his house was saved.

Noah too was com mended be cause he be lieved that
there was com ing judg ment and wrath and pre pared for it.  
He did as the ants do.  He pre pared for trou ble ahead.  He
built an ark.  He obeyed God’s Word and en tered in as he
was in structed.  He had learned the les son which the ants
teach.

Life in sur ance pre pares for fu ture death.  Storm cel -
lars pre pare for fu ture cy clones.  Coal is bought in the
sum mer for the cold that is com ing in the win ter.  Christ
Je sus is a ref uge for the com ing storm of God’s wrath.  Let
me urge each reader to be wise like the ant.  Pre pare now
for the storm that is com ing af ter a while. 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Mother’s Day & (Ed. Father’s Day)
To day it is be com ing more pop u lar in some cir cles to

be lieve that two peo ple of the same gen der can pro vide for 
chil dren as well as op po site sex cou ples are able to.  Noth -
ing could be fur ther from the truth.  Our lov ing and
All-know ing Heav enly Fa ther did not make a mis take in
cre at ing a Mother and Fa ther as the Family unit.

Each May (and June) we set aside a day to honor our
Moth ers (and Fa thers) and the bless ing they have been to
us in our lives.  God cre ated man and woman dif fer ently,
not only phys i cally, but emo tion ally as well!  He fore saw
the ben e fit of man and woman as sum ing dif fer ent roles in
the parenting process.

Chil dren need the ben e fit of both a mother and fa ther
to grow into adult hood.  Moth ers pro vide the love and ten -

der ness that in still those same qual i ties in their chil dren.  It 
is the arms of a lov ing mother that pro vide the com fort and 
sup port to a hurt ing child.  It is a lov ing mother that gives
the se cu rity of her pres ence when it is most needed.  It is a
mother who teaches us the val ues and les sons that make us 
who we are to become as adults.

For many, the mem ory of a lov ing Chris tian mother
(and fa ther) is a ten der and blessed one that warms the
soul.  The in flu ence of (their) prayers and teach ing are
cher ished, though (they) may have de parted this earth. 
The great joy for be liev ers is that hope of re unit ing in
Heaven someday.

For those of us blessed to still have our (par ents) the
op por tu nity re mains to be able to tell (them) what (they)
mean to us.  Ex o dus 20:12 tells us, Honor your fa ther
and your mother, that your days may be long upon the
land which the LORD your God is giv ing you. While
we are to honor both of our par ents, our moth ers hold a
spe cial place in our hearts…

Revival Tidings, May 2013

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It is the LORD

John 21:7

The dis ap pointed dis ci ples caught noth ing in their ini -
tial fish ing out ing.  Then they saw a man stand ing on the
shore.  He called out to them, “Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find” (John 21:6).  They
obeyed and caught a mul ti tude of fish.  When the dis ci ples 
saw this mir a cle, it was John who rec og nized the Lord and 
said to Pe ter, “It is the Lord.”  Do we need mir a cles to rec -
og nize the Lord?  Ev ery breath of fresh air we breathe in,
ev ery step we take, ev ery heart beat that pumps the blood
through our body is a mir a cle.  The Lord man i fests Him -
self to us ev ery mo ment.  May we rec og nize His good ness
and grace to us to day and hon our him as the Lord.

             K. C. Ung 
‘Tis the Lord!  O won drous story!  Tis the Lord!  The King
of glory!

At His feet we hum bly fall.   Crown Him!  Crown Him,
Lord of all!

Benjamin R. Hanby 
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“And He (GOD) gave them their request,

But sent leanness into their soul”

Psalm 106:15
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Ed i to rial 
RES

MIRACULOUS WEDDING BEVERAGE
SCRIPTURALLY CONCERNED!

PLEASE read John 2:1-11  prayer fully

Hes i tantly I ‘ap proach’ this ‘ed i to rial’ with con vic -
tion/con cern but be lieve very def i nitely that the LORD
has laid it upon my heart to write in re gards to the same.

One ba sic rea son I am hes i tant; is be cause Scrip ture is so 
crys tal clear about ‘breth ren’ caus ing strife/di vi sion
among the breth ren as GOD hates need less ‘di vi sions’;
but wants ‘breth ren’ to seek to keep ‘unity’ in our/their
midst for “en deav or ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” Ephe sians 4:3.  (Galatians 5:13)    
YET, be cause of what is tak ing place in our cul ture of to -
day and a min i miz ing of SIN, I pro ceed.   

Most cer tainly IF you love Je sus, you want to walk in
har mony/obe di ence with God’s Word, the BIBLE.  We
are to walk cir cum spectly re deem ing the time and not
cause need less of fence among the ‘breth ren’. 

Romans 13:11-14 & Colossians 4:5.  “But be ware lest
some how this lib erty of yours be come a stum bling block
(bait) to those who are weak.  For “But when you thus
sin against the breth ren, and wound their weak con -
science, you sin against Christ” 1 Co rin thi ans 8:9 & 12.

Tra di tion ally June is ‘Wed ding Month’ and in our above
text we find a cou ple who want the great est wed ding cer -
e mony as JESUS and His dis ci ples are in vited!  To day it
means that JESUS is to be the un seen guest at all times
and the lis tener of ev ery con ver sa tion in a ‘Chris tian
home’.  This is ex actly what GOD in tends.  “Though one 
may be over pow ered by an other, two can with stand him.  
And a three fold cord is not quickly bro ken” Ec cle si as tes
4:12.  “Do not be un equally yoked to gether with un be -
liev ers”  II Co rin thi ans 6:14a.

Per son ally I firmly be lieve (con vic tion) that the ‘bev er -
age’ JESUS made/cre ated is  a non-al co holic bev er age:
BUT be fore ‘we’ go any fur ther into the depth of it, I
know a few who do not agree with me on this con vic -
tion!

I am go ing to ‘chal lenge’ YOU to look up and prayer -
fully read many Bi ble ref er ences and let Scrip ture in ter -
pret Scrip ture!  Be fore I list many Bi ble ref er ences, I
want to state a num ber of ‘rea sons’ why I firmly hold
that the ‘bev er age’ Je sus made (mir a culously) is non-al -
co holic OR not with the al co holic con tent that there is
to day.

By the way, this is the FIRST ‘mir a cle’ re corded in

Scrip ture, nat u rally for ‘our’ ben e fit, that JESUS (In car -
nate) per formed here on earth.  We then find an other
‘mir a cle’ where the Di vine Cre ator/Maker made some -
thing old; which al co hol is a by-prod uct of GRAPE
JUICE (aged).  AS you know the LORD wants first
place de serves (First Fruits) in our lives and be yond! 
The Sac ra ment of the LORDS’ Sup per is a good ex am -
ple; as the ‘fruit’ of the Vine is ‘Grape Juice’ not an al co -
holic bev er age.  (By the way why should a mi nor who is a 
true ‘be liever’ be ex posed to ‘wine’ at the Lord’s Sup per,
or, for that mat ter, an ab stainer of any age?  Also, why
re mind a con verted Al co holic of his past sin ful life style
at the Lord’s Ta ble)?  Be sides, ev ery al co holic starts
with the first ‘drink’!  Or why should the Chris tian
church serve to a mi nor (who knows JESUS as his per -
sonal Sav ior) a ‘bev er age’ that is not ‘le gal’ out side of
the church build ing? 

Some folk will use the ad vice given to Tim o thy: “No
lon ger drink only wa ter, but use a lit tle wine for your
stom ach’s sake and your fre quent in fir mi ties.”1 Tim o thy 
5:23.  I be lieve ‘al most’ all true Bi ble stu dents (II Tim o -
thy 3:12) ad here to the fact in the New Tes ta ment era and 
maybe be fore: the folk had a way of con dens ing ‘grape
juice’ in or der to keep the ‘juice’ fresh.  NOW ‘we’ don’t
know what Tim o thy’s in fir mity was; but If ul cers, for
ex am ple, an al co holic bev er age would ir ri tate in stead of
help. (Of ten the word ‘wine’ sym bol i cally re fers to JOY)

Also at times in Holy Scrip ture the word ‘wine’ is ge -
neric and at times spo ken of as an Old OR New Wine.  

I am go ing to list many Bi ble Ref er ences and as al ways
take your ‘hu man rea son ing’ cap tive in obe di ence to the
Word of God and let Scrip ture in ter pret Scrip ture and
keep the same in con text.  Thank you.   

Deu ter on omy 29:5-6,   1 Sam uel 1:13-16,   Isa iah
16:10, 24:7-11, 28:7-8, 55:1, 62:8, 65:8, also chap ter
25,   Jer e miah 40:10-12,   Ho sea 4:11,   Joel 3:3,   Psalm 
4:7,104:15,   Prov erbs 3:9-10, 20:1, 23:3, 20-23, 31, 
Habakkuk 2:15-16,   Mark 2:22,   Luke 1:15,
5:5:37-39,   John19:29-30,   Romans 14:21,  1 Co rin -
thi ans 6:10,    1 Tim o thy 3:3 &  Ti tus 1:7.

God is not a god of con fu sion (1 Co rin thi ans 14:33 &
James 3:16) and fur ther more Scrip ture does not con tra -
dict it self!



FAITH to ENDURE
Dr. Da vid Jer e miah 

And what more shall I say?  For the time
would fail me to tell of (the prophets) who
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked

righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions.   Hebrews 11:32-33

Actes and Mon u ments of these Lat ter and Per il ous
Day, Touch ing Mat ters of the Church was writ ten by the
Eng lish man John Foxe and pub lished in 1563.  Foxe’s
book (known to day as Foxe’s Book of Mar tyrs) chron i -
cled the suf fer ing and mar tyr dom of Chris tians in Eng land 
and Scot land at the hands of the rul ing Ro man Cath o lic
Church.  It re mains the most thor ough ac count of Chris -
tian mar tyr dom ever writ ten.

The prophet Dan iel, had he lived later, could have
been in cluded in Foxe’s book, but with a hap pier end ing
than Foxe’s sub jects.  Dan iel’s well-known con sign ment
to a den of lions by the king of Bab y lon, and his emer -
gence un harmed, is a tes ta ment to the prophet’s faith.  Few 
Chris tians in the West suf fer life-threat en ing per se cu tions
for their faith.  But all Chris tians should con sider the pos -
si bil ity and how they might re spond.  Is my faith strong
enough to see me through, even to the point of death for

Christ?
Ask God to day for the grace and help to pre pare you

for what many have al ready en dured – to have faith that is
greater than any foe.

“Per se cu tion of ten does in this life what the last
great day will do com pletely, sep a rate the wheat
from the tares”.  James Milner

Revival Tidings

Ed i tor’s Note: “Yes, and all who de sire to live godly
in Christ Je sus will suf fer per se cu tion” II Tim o thy 3:12

“‘And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.
But he who en dures to the end will be saved’”.  “‘There -
fore who ever confesses Me be fore men, him I will also
con fess be fore My Fa ther who is in heaven.  But who -
ever de nies Me be fore men, him I will also deny be fore
my Fa ther who is in heaven’”.  Mat thew 10:22, 32-33.

“‘Blessed are those who are per se cuted for righ -
teous ness’ sake, For theirs is the king dom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they re vile, and per se cute you,
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  
Re joice and be ex ceed ingly glad, for great is your re -
ward in heaven, for so they per se cuted the proph ets
who were be fore you.’” Mat thew 5:10-12.
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Now how long the Bride and Groom’s re cep tion lasted; I 
have no idea; but likely they tried to have an ad e quate
amount of ‘bev er age’ for their hon ored  ‘guests’.  IF I am 
not mis taken in the Old Tes ta ment era; a ‘wed ding re -
cep tion’ could last for a week.  

ANYWAY the pro vided ‘quan tity’ of the ‘bev er age’ had
been drunk and I have been in formed that al co holic bev -
er ages, as more is con sumed one ex pe ri ences a dead en -
ing of their ‘taste buds’; BUT here they ex pe ri ence the
‘wine’ made last, is the best.

Per son ally, I had a friend who had been ‘en slaved’ with
al co hol and then ‘con verted’ and will ingly/openly
shared that even the aroma/smell of al co hol made him
nau se ated. YOU see GOD makes ALL things NEW.
“There fore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new cre ation;
old things have passed away; be hold, all things have be -
come new.” II Co rin thi ans 5:17.  “‘Then I will give them
one heart and one way, that they may fear Me for ever, for 
the good of them and their chil dren af ter them” Jer e miah 
32:39.

WHAT greater JOY (Wine) is there to know and ex pe ri -
ence then to know my SINS are un der the blood of the
cru ci fied and risen One and that ‘my’ name is writ ten in

the Lambs’ Book of LIFE and that this Bride-Groom is
com ing one day and maybe sooner than we think! 
MARVELOUS Amaz ing GRACE to be HOME  with this 
Groom for ever as He paid it all!  “I will greatly re joice
in the LORD, My soul shall be joy ful in my God;  For
He has clothed me with the gar ments of sal va tion, He
has cov ered me with the robe of righ teous ness, As a
bride groom decks him self with or na ments, And as a
bride adorns her self with her jew els,” Isa iah 61:10. 
Then please read Rev e la tion 3:4 & II Co rin thi ans
5:14-21.

NOW I plead/beg of YOU do not let this ‘is sue/con vic -
tion be come a wedge/di vid ing point among the Blood
bought breth ren as “As iron sharp ens iron, So a man
sharp ens the coun te nance of his friend”  Prov erbs
27:17.

P. S.  Why is it that the ‘news me dia’ fore warns the dan -
gers of the prod uct of the To bacco In dus try; but not near
as much of the prod uct of the Al co hol in dus try?  I, per -
son ally, would much rather meet a per son (walk ing, vis -
it ing, driv ing) UNDER the ‘in flu ence’ of to bacco then
alcohol!
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From Our Fellowship Circle

JA. T. Roland, IA
Thank you very much for con tin u ing the in spir ing Morn ing
Glory mag a zine even in these try ing times!

Re cently a young man shared a pro found quote with me that 
I had n’t heard be fore – “We should n’t com plain about our
lives not be ing a rose gar den.  We should re mem ber who
wore the crown of Thorns.”

God Bless you.

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Twin Val ley, MN
The Morn ing Glory is so Great – On page 11 – Psalm 60:3.
My Hus band is shar ing that with peo ple in our town!  Also
one of my fa vor ite verses is in Psalm 46:10, “Be still and
know that I am God.”  …

God loves you all!  Friends in Christ Je sus.

C. S. Can non Falls, MN
Pas tor Stueland, if you would care to please put this lit tle
note in the Morn ing Glory.  We sure en joyed all of you.

Our lit tle coun try church re cently had the priv i lege of host -
ing the Hauge Spring Bi ble Con fer ence.  The week end was
very spirit filled.  Won der ful speak ers, sing ing and prais ing
the Lord and a lot of fel low ship. 

 Even with the prob lem we had when the ground wa ter
filled our sep tic tank and both the Men’s and Women’s
bath rooms were flooded, that did n’t seem to get any one
down.  We called for a plumber and be ing it was on a Sat ur -
day they charged us time and a half.  The bill came to $...

A free will-of fer ing was taken up for the noon meal on Sat -
ur day and, be sides the money the HLIF/MG gave our lit tle
church, it came to the ex act amount as the plumber bill. 
Only God could have done that Math!

How Blest we were that they asked our church to be the host 
of this won der ful week end.  (Ed i tor:  We pre fer vol un teer
in vi ta tions though).

Thanks be to GOD! 

J. M. Fort Dodge, IA
Bless ings to you as you la bor for Him!  I do en joy all of the
ar ti cles as they are full of God’s Truth!

Pray ing that your health is hold ing up and you’ll have
blessed meet ings at the Hauge Spring Bi ble Con fer ence at
the end of March.

I do miss Marv as it’s been a year now since his death and

God has cer tainly watched over me.

T. S. For est City, IA
I re ceived the Morn ing Glory to day and I was so glad to get
it and it seems to be the best one now for some time.  I also
have been won der ing how you are do ing?

I have been do ing good so far.  Where I now live they take
good care of me.  It cer tainly is a good place when a per son
gets as old as I am.  Most cer tainly I have so much to be
thank ful for!  …

It was so good to read the let ter/ar ti cle from Pas tor Wilmore 
Gunderson and he was here to visit me at least one time,
which was great!  ...

I am so thank ful for the Morn ing Glory and its min is try as I
have had it for a long time and thus I am send ing you some
money and hope you are well.

I don’t get out much and this win ter we have had a lot of
snow.

I am so thank ful for my Chris tian par ents and for the home
that I was raised in.  Keep up the good work and may God
richly bless you all.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“How excellent is thy 
loving kindness, O God.”   Psalm 36:7

The teacher asked a lit tle boy, “What is the dif fer ence
be tween kind ness and lov ing kind ness?”  The lit tle boy re -
plied with as sur ance, “kind ness is when my mom puts pea -
nut but ter on my bread, but lov ing kind ness is when my
mom puts pea nut but ter and jelly on my bread.”  For the
Chris tian, God’s lov ing kind ness is His mercy, His grace,
and all His myr iad kind nesses to us.  But more – all of God’s 
kind nesses are com pounded with His mar vel ous love.  It is
in fi nite for fi nite man, un chang ing and se cure for ever.  As
we re mem ber the Lord to day, con sider God’s lov ing kind -
ness and how excellent it is to us.

            Rob ert Gen tile

He saw me ru ined by the fall, yet loved me not with stand ing
all;

He saved me from my lost es tate, His lov ing kind ness, oh,
how great.

Samuel Medley 



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Judge Says Baptist University Doesn’t
Have to Obey HHS Mandate

A new de vel op ment is on the fore front of the highly
scru ti nized de ba cle over the Af ford able Care Act’s HHS
con tra cep tion man date … Fed eral Judge Lee Rosenthal
ruled on a joint law suit filed by Huston Bap tist Uni ver sity
(HBU) and East Texas Bap tist Uni ver sity, de ter min ing
that the uni ver si ties can not be forced by the fed eral gov -
ern ment to pay for the con tra cep tives man dated in the
Affordable Care Act.

The law suit held that the man date is un con sti tu tional
be cause it forces groups with a con sci en tious ob jec tion –
in this case, the uni ver sity’s Chris tian views – to par tic i -
pate in what they view as im moral or un eth i cal be hav ior. 
By fa cil i tat ing the pro vi sion of con tra cep tives (some of
which can be abortifacient in na ture), the uni ver si ties
would have to compromise deeply held convictions.

Judge Lee Rosenthal wrote a 46-page opin ion ….
Say ing, “The be lief(s) need not be long-stand ing, cen tral
to (their) re li gious be liefs, in ter nally con sis tent with any
writ ten Scrip ture, or rea son able from an other’s per spec -
tive.  They need only be sin cerely held.”  The gov ern ment
does not have the right to de cide that cer tain re li gious be -
liefs against con tra cep tion are illegitimate.

Some Christians Are Following Secular
Trends in Cohabitation Outside of
Marriage, Says Survey

A new study on Chris tian at ti tudes to ward dat ing and
mar riage re veals a broad ac cep tance for co hab i ta tion, pre -
mar i tal sex and a re jec tion of tra di tional gen der roles.   Ex -
perts be lieve that many Chris tians are fol low ing cul tural
trends over Scrip ture when it comes to sex and marriage.

“Chris tians are per haps more in flu enced by the cul -
ture than they are by the teach ings of Scrip ture or the
church,” Pe ter Sprigg, se nior fel low for pol icy stud ies at
the Fam ily Re search Coun cil, told the Chris tian Post in an
interview …

Ac cord ing to the “2014 State of Dat ing in Amer ica”
re port pub lished by Chris tian Min gle and jDate, sixty-one
per cent of Chris tians said they would have sex be fore
mar riage.  Fifty-six per cent said that it’s ap pro pri ate to
move in with some one af ter dat ing for a time be tween six
months and two years.  Fifty-nine per cent said it does n’t
mat ter who the pri mary bread win ner of the family is …

In ter pret ing this data, Springg shared his warn ing to

Chris tians about dat ing sites.  “Those who are ac tive,
com mit ted Chris tians who be lieve in bib li cal val ues need
to be cau tious in us ing sites like Chris tian Min gle and not
as sume that oth ers on the site share their val ues.”

Tyler O’Neil for ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  A lot of to day’s “Chris tians” have
not been born again, and a lot of pul pits no lon ger ad dress
“sin” is sues.  With so much en ter tain ment and feel-good
coach ing at church, the peo ple do not hear enough “Thus
saith the LORD” to get them selves scrip tur ally, spir i tu ally 
and mor ally grounded.

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN! To ‘Ed i tor’s Com ments’.  Chris -
tian???  SIN is ‘sin’ even though ‘cul ture’ places a dif fer -
ent ‘la bel’ on the poi son bot tle called SIN!  GOD will
never change His mind – Malachi 3:6.

American Evangelist Arrested for the
Second Time in the United Kingdom for
Alleged “Homophobic” Comments 

An Amer i can evan ge list was ar rested for the sec ond
time in the UK while open air preach ing (the week of Jan -
u ary 11).

…Tony Miamo, a re tired po lice of fi cer from Cal i for -
nia, was ar rested for breach of peace in Dundee, Scot land
.… Fol low ing a com plaint that he had preached against
ho mo sex u al ity.

Miano had been preach ing about the sal va tion that co -
mes through Je sus Christ and about the na ture of sin, in -
clud ing sex ual sin, when a woman be gan to shout at him. 
Be fore call ing the po lice, the woman blurted out that her
son was a ho mo sex ual.

Waithera Junghae for Christian News
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Sex sins are like credit card debt:

* They are easy to get into 

* They are hard to get out of

* They can plague your life for years



Planned Parenthood Big Business Still
Gobbling up Your Tax Dollars

Our re search re veals that Planned Par ent hood took in
over 1.2 bil lion dol lars in their fis cal year end ing June 30,
2013.  In cluded in that in come was $540 mil lion of your
tax money.

They also re port that they are the coun try’s larg est
abor tion pro vider, hav ing done 327,166 abor tions in this
same fis cal year.

This is both a na tional trag edy and a moral out rage on
two counts – the abor tions and the tax money that pays for
them!

SWORD PRESS SERVICE

DANGEROUS TRENDS 2014 – Barbara
Walters Decries Presidents’ Swearing
Oath on Bible 

As a host of the day time talk show ‘The View’,
Barbara Walters ques tioned why pol i ti cians, in clud ing the 
pres i dents, swear on a Bi ble while tak ing of fice when
there is sep a ra tion of Church and state.  

“That is very true, but it starts al most with the oath of
of fice which usually ends with ‘so help me God,’” 
Walters said dur ing the talk show af ter ac tress Jane Sey -
mour’s re marks over a new po lit i cal ad by …. Sen a tor
Mark Pryor of Ar kan sas…which…high lights the im por -
tance of the Bi ble in politics.

Sey mour told the hosts of the show …, “I think it’s re -
ally un for tu nate when you have to bring re li gion into pol i -
tics.  I think re li gion is a very per sonal thing, a very
per sonal thing.”

“Now most pres i dents swear on a Bi ble be fore tak ing
of fice, even though we have the sep a ra tion be tween
church and state,” Walters con tin ued …

The phrase “so help me God,” which has been used by 
most pres i dents of the na tion, …is not a con sti tu tional re -
quire ment.  Many be lieve it was used for the first time by
Pres i dent Abra ham Lin coln in 1865, ac cord ing to the
‘Sac ra mento Daily Un ion.’  But some his to ri ans main tain
the first time it was noted was dur ing Ches ter Ar thur’s
inauguration in 1881. 

The phrase, how ever, is ex plic itly pre scribed in oaths
as early as the Ju di ciary Act of 1789 for all U. S. judges
and of fi cers ex cept the pres i dent – though the act also al -
lows for the phrase to be omit ted by the of fi cer, in which
case it would be called an af fir ma tion in stead of an oath.

Anugrah Kumar for Christian Post.com

The Christian Rest
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.  For he that is entered into his rest, he
also hath ceased from his own works, as God

did from his.”  Hebrews 4:9-10

This is an im por tant New Tes ta ment af fir ma tion that
God’s work of cre ation was “fin ished from the foun da tion
of the world” (He brews 4:3).  The ref er ence is to Gen e sis
2:1-3, where the writer has told us that God had “rested
from all his work which God cre ated and made,” thus
com pletely de ny ing the con ten tion of the is tic evo lu tion -
ists that the pro cesses of “cre ation” (that is, evo lu tion) are
still go ing on.

In ad di tion, it makes a sig nif i cant com par i son be -
tween the be liever’s rest and God’s rest.  The word “rest”
here is not the usual word for “rest” and is used only this
once in the New Tes ta ment.  It means, lit er ally, “Sab bath
rest,” or “keep ing of the Sab bath.”  In the con text of chap -
ters 2 and 3 of He brews, the con cept of rest is be ing ex -
pounded with sev eral mean ings.  The orig i nal warn ing
was in Psalm 95:11, where it re ferred both to the Is ra el ites
en ter ing into the prom ised land un der Joshua and to God’s 
own rest af ter His work of creation.  Psalm 95 is re peat -
edly quoted in He brews, where other mean ings are also
im plied: the keep ing of a weekly Sab bath in com mem o ra -
tion of God’s rest af ter cre ation; the prom ised fu ture rest to 
the world and its be liev ing in hab it ants – pos si bly in the
mil len nium but cer tainly in the new earth; and the be -
liever’s pres ent spir i tual rest af ter he puts his faith in
Christ, no longer trusting his works for salvation.

With such a rich in ves ti ture of mean ing in the fact of
God’s past rest and the prom ise of our fu ture rest, it is ap -
pro pri ate that there should be a per pet ual weekly com -
mem o ra tion and ex pres sion of faith in that rest in ev ery
gen er a tion, un til its ul ti mate ful fill ment in the eter nal rest
in the New Jerusalem.

In the mean time, we are urged to “la bour” to “en ter
into that rest” He brews 4:11.

                Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.  Institute for Creation 
Research – Copyright – 2014, Permission Granted.
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Have a great day, and don’t for get to thank

the ONE who gave it to you!



   Led By The Spirit Of God

In the Apos tles’ Creed we con fess what we be lieve
about:  The Fa ther, Son and Holy Spirit. It is very im por -
tant for us to know the min is try of each per son in the Trin -
ity.  Je sus pro claims that it would be to our ad van tage that
He go to heaven, then He would send the Holy Spirit to
earth.

In John 3:5, 6 and 8,  Je sus was talk ing to Nicodemus
and said, “The truth is, no one can en ter the King dom of
God with out being born of wa ter and Spirit.”

Hu mans can re pro duce only hu man life, but the Holy
Spirit gives new life from heaven … Just as you can hear
the wind but can’t tell where it co mes from or where it is
go ing, so you can’t ex plain how peo ple are born of the
Spirit.

When the Holy Spirit came to earth on the day of Pen -
te cost sev eral thou sand peo ple were born again. We read
in Acts 2 how the Holy Spirit came in a won der ful way,
ev ery body was af fected and knew this ex pe ri ence of Pen -
te cost was from God.  Pe ter preached and said to the peo -
ple in verse 21, “And any one who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” It’s the same way to day! 

God didn’t make sal va tion dif fi cult to un der stand. If
you will re pent and con fess yours sins be fore God, and
call on the name of Je sus ask ing Him to save you, He will.

God says “any one,” –  that means you and me. The Bi -
ble teaches that I am de clared righ teous be fore God be -
cause the blood of Je sus has cleansed me and for given me.

In Romans 8, start ing from verse 1 and I will re fer to
many verses in that chap ter. “So now there is no con dem -
na tion for those who be long to Christ Je sus. For the power
of the life-giv ing Spirit has freed you through Christ Je sus
from the power of sin that leads to death. 

Now there are two ways a per son can live. You can
live ei ther by the old (sin ful) na ture or by  the new (Godly) 
na ture. The old na ture that all of us have is cor rupt, be -
cause it loves sin ful things. Verses 5-8 – “Those who are
dom i nated by the sin ful na ture think about sin ful things,
but those who are con trolled by the Holy Spirit think
about things that please the Spirit (of God).  If your sin ful
na ture con trols your mind, there is death. But if the Holy
Spirit con trols your mind, there is life and peace.  For the
sin ful na ture is al ways hos tile to God. It never did obey
God’s laws, and it never will. That’s why those who are
still un der the con trol of their sin ful na ture can never
please God.”

A per son that has sur ren dered their life to Je sus Christ
prays daily.  I ask the Lord to help me live in a right re la -
tion ship with Him ev ery day. Verses 9-11 says; “But you
are not con trolled by your sin ful na ture. You are con -

trolled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God liv ing in
you. (And re mem ber that those who do not have the Spirit
of Christ liv ing in them are not Chris tians at all.) Since
Christ lives within you, even though your body will die
be cause of sin, your spirit is alive be cause you have been
made right with God. The Spirit of God, who raised Je sus
from the dead, lives in you. And just as He raised Christ
from the dead, He will give life to your mor tal body by
this same Spirit liv ing within you.”

There are a lot of power packed words in what we just
read.  That is true in the next few verses we will read as
well. Verses 12-14. “So, dear broth ers and sis ters, you
have no ob li ga tion what so ever to do what your sin ful na -
ture urges you to do. For if you keep on fol low ing it, you
will per ish. But, if through the power of the Holy Spirit
you turn from it and its evil deeds, you will live. For all
who are led by the Spirit of God are chil dren of God.”

Verse 16, “For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our
hearts and tells us that we are God’s chil dren.” I like the
way God says it in Romans 5:5b. “For we know how
dearly God loves us, be cause He has given us the Holy
Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.” Isn’t that some thing
else? Just think of this! God loves us so dearly, that His
Holy Spirit just fills our heart with the love that God alone
can give us. A love for the lost, a love for God’s Word, a
love for His king dom’s work, a love for mis sions, etc.
That kind of love is noth ing we cre ate on our own, that is a
work of the Lord.

Is God’s Holy Spirit lead ing in your daily life? If not,
what is your stand ing with the Lord? Are you griev ing the
Spirit of God? You grieve the Holy Spirt by be ing dis obe -
di ent to His prod ding! Let’s say you’re read ing the news -
pa per, then the Holy Spirit re minds you like this: Why
don’t you put down the newspa per and read some in the
Bi ble, you haven’t read any thing in the Bi ble to day!  How
do you re act when He does that to you? There is a re -
minder along this line in Ephe sians 4:30. “And do not
bring sor row to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Re -
mem ber, He is the one who has iden ti fied you as His own,
guar an tee ing that you will be saved on the day of re demp -
tion.”

No tice how He teaches us how to live in  verses 31-32. 
“Get rid of all bit ter ness, rage, an ger, harsh words, and
slan der, as well as all types of ma li cious be hav ior. In stead, 
be kind to each other, tenderhearted, for giv ing one an -
other, just as God through Christ has for given you.” 
Ephe sians 5:1-2a. “Fol low God’s ex am ple in ev ery thing
you do, be cause you are His dear chil dren. Live a life
filled with love for oth ers, fol low ing the ex am ple of
Christ, who loved you and gave Him self as a sac ri fice to
take away your sins.”

(I am not cov er ing the “gifts of the Holy Spirit” at all
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in this ar ti cle. I have briefly writ ten about 28 Spir i tual
gifts in an other 11-page ar ti cle.)

The Lord does not say it is easy to be His rep re sen ta -
tive here on earth. It will cost you! Isa iah 59:15. “Yes,
truth is gone, and any one who tries to live a godly life is
soon at tacked.”  That’s just the way things are! If you wit -
ness on the job, you’ll ex pe ri ence how some will laugh at
you,  maybe oth ers will put you down, etc. They don’t like 
the Godly part of any thing.  You like to live in the light as
He is in the light, but they don’t.

Re mem ber you have the prom ises on your side that go 
like this. “I will be with you al ways.” “I will never leave
you or for sake you.”  “You are mine.”

“I am con vinced that noth ing can ever sep a rate us for
His love.” We can rest as sured can’t we?  He that is in you
is greater than he that is in the world. 

So may the Holy Spirit help you to live by His guid -
ance to day. His Words of com fort can echo in our soul.
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are Chil dren of
God”

Prayerfully submitted,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Why Is Revival Delayed?

Billy Sunday 

Now, why have n’t we had a re vival?  Lis ten!  You
thought you could get along with out God’s way of do ing
things.  

Oh, but wait a min ute!  God won’t al low the church
nor the preacher nor the com mu nity to lose faith in this
form of ser vice.

Some fel lows with their mut ton-chop whis kers, their
white neck ties and their bell-bot tomed trou sers have said
the days of re viv als are over.  Oh, bless them!

One day God stopped mak ing worlds, fell down,
leaned over the bat tle ments of Glory, called down into the
coal mine, and said, “O- h-h-, Rob erts, come here!”

That Welsh coal miner, with his cap on, with face
grimed with coal and burnt pow der, with his lamp burn -
ing, crawled up out of the bow els of the earth and said,
“Who called me?  What do You want, Lord?”

“I have n’t got a preacher or a col lege pro fes sor in all
Wales whom I can trust with the job, so I want you to start
a re li gious awak en ing.”   

God, through that crude, il lit er ate coal miner, started
one of the great est re li gious awak en ings that have been re -
corded in the his tory of the world since Pe ter preached at
Pen te cost.

God grabbed up the Welsh re vival, hurled it into the

faces of the crit ics and said, “Take that, you scoff ers!”
That was when they were say ing the days of re viv als

were over.
God poked His head in the door of a uni ver sity and

called for that in fi del, ag nos tic pro fes sor, R. A. Torrey,
and sent him out.  I would rather sit at the feet of R. A.
Torrey and hear him ex pound the Scrip tures than any man
I know of in Amer ica.  God sent him preach ing around the
world.

God picked up the Torrey-Al ex an der re vival, hurled it 
into the faces of the crit ics and said, “Take that, you scoff -
ers!”

That was when they were say ing the days of re vival
were over.

God called to my friend, Dr. J. Wilbur Chap man, and
sent him preach ing up and down the land, across the seas
and to the an tip o des: China, Ja pan, the Ma lay Pen in sula. 
He held up the bleed ing form of Je sus Christ un til thou -
sands came weep ing into the king dom of God.

God said, “Oh, take that, you scoff ers!” 
“The days of revivals are over,” so you say.  When

you come to the place that you believe in revivals, then
you can have them.

Selected.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Def i nitely ‘we’ be lieve GOD is able!  Per -
son ally, I be lieve that yet there may be what I call ‘bush
firers’: AS ev i dently the Ban quet Ta ble is not filled YET
with ‘sin ners’ un der the BLOOD of Je sus Christ!  When
that ‘num ber’ is filled, def i nitely the Bride-Groom’ will
come: likely a cer tain num ber be fore the RAPTURE, and
then some dur ing the ‘Great Trib u la tion’; as I un der stand
SCRIPTURE!  Rev e la tion 19:-7-9, 21 & 22.  Is He call -
ing YOU, YOU could be the last one!  REMEMBER a
Heaven sent REVIVAL is not worked up, BUT prayed
down from Heaven!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Who so ever shall con fess me be fore men, him will I
con fess also be fore my Fa ther which is in heaven. Mat -
thew 10:32

Je sus, and shall it ever be,
A mor tal man ashamed of thee?
Ashamed of thee, whom an gels praise,
Whose glo ries shine thro’ end less days?

Who so ever shall deny me be fore men, him will I
also deny be fore my Fa ther which is in heaven.  Mat -
thew 10:33.

Daily Food for Christians, American Tract Society –
1897 or before
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The Lutheran Doctrine of Conversion

Dr. Fran cis Monseth

Note:  This is the sec ond in a se ries of 4 ar ti cles from a pa -
per that Fran wrote about the ne ces sity of con ver sion in
Lu theran doc trine.  We feel that it is needed even more to -
day than ever be fore, and is the key is sue in the Lu theran
church for souls to come to sal va tion.  Due to the un timely
death of Dr. Monseth on Good Fri day of last year, we felt
it proper to con tact his sur viv ing wife, El len, for per mis -
sion to print this now, which she gra ciously gave to us.  We 
plan to make the whole study avail able in a book.  Watch
for fu ture an nounce ments of its re lease.

CONTRITION

Con tri tion marks the whole of Chris tian ex is tence. 
There is an in sid i ous teach ing afloat to day which main -
tains that once a per son has come to Christ in re pen tance
and faith, there is no need to ask God for for give ness of sin 
ever again.  Hal Lindsay repres ents this view point in his
little book , The Guilt Trip.  Lindsay says, “I used to think
that when I ac cepted Christ it meant that Christ had died
for my sins up to that point, but from that point on I’d just
have to con fess them as I did them or else I was n’t for -
given.”  He says, “That’s a per il ous po si tion to be in be -
cause you’re never quite sure if you’ve con fessed all your
sins, and there just might be one or two that God is hold ing 
against you.”1  

Cer tainly it is true as Lindsay says that when Christ
died on the cross, He atoned for all our sins.  Pro vi sion
was made at the cross for the for give ness of the sins of the
whole world.  But it does n’t fol low that be cause this is
true, I need not or should not ac knowl edge and con fess my 
sins, ask ing for give ness for ev ery sin that I com mit as a
Chris tian.  The Holy Spirit will re veal the wicked ways in
us ac cord ing to the prayer of the Psalm ist: “Search me, O
God, and know my heart; try me and know my anx ious
thoughts; and see if there be any hurt ful way in me, and
lead me in the ev er last ing way” (Psalm 139:23-24).  The
Apos tle John is writ ing to be liev ers when he says, “If we
con fess our sins, He is faith ful and righ teous to for give us
our sins and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness” (I
John 1:9).  Our Lord has taught us as His be liev ing peo ple
to pray, “And for give us our debts, as we also have for -

given our debt ors” (Mat thew 6:12).  Again, it is to be liev -
ers that James writes, “There fore, con fess your sins to one
an other, and pray for one an other, so that you may be
healed” (James 5:16a). 

The words of John Arndt bear rep e ti tion in our own
gen er a tion of care less Chris tian ity. “Go on, there fore, O
Chris tian, and learn the les son of daily re pen tance, sor row, 
and con tri tion of heart.”2  Else where, he ad mon ishes fel -
low-be liev ers in these words, “Thou assertest … that thou
art bap tized; and so in deed thou art!  But search the state
of thy heart, and in quire whether thou livest in the new
birth, in daily re pen tance and an un wea ried mor ti fi ca tion
of the old man.  See whether thou bringest forth fruit an -
swer able to the bap tis mal cov e nant, in which thou art en -
gaged?”3

Let us re mind our selves of sev eral key points be fore
leav ing the sub ject of con tri tion: 

1)  Con tri tion is one of the two es sen tial el e ments in
con ver sion; how ever, 

2)  Con tri tion is not the be gin ning of con ver sion; 
3)  Con tri tion is not half of con ver sion as if the other

half is faith; 
4)  Con tri tion does not pro duce an im proved spir i tual

con di tion, how ever, 
5)  Con tri tion is a prep a ra tion, an in dis pens able prep a -

ra tion;
6) Con tri tion ex hib its it self in a hum ble and bro ken

spirit where once reigned a proud and se cure heart; 
7)  Con tri tion is the ef fect of the preach ing of the Law

as the Holy Spirit at tends that Word. 

The Bib li cal teach ing re gard ing con tri tion is so im -
por tant in our min is try of preach ing, teach ing, and per -
sonal soul-care.  There can be no as sur ance of for give ness
when con tri tion is ab sent.  It is to the con trite God says,
“The Lord is near to the bro ken hearted, and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18).  It is con cern ing
the con trite that the Bi ble says: “The sac ri fices of God are
a bro ken spirit; a bro ken and a con trite heart, O God, Thou 
wilt not de spise” (Psalms 51:17). 
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Concerning Prayer
And he spake a parable unto them, to this end,
that men ought always to pray and not to faint.

Luke 18:1

The se cret of strength in the life of our Sav ior was
prayer.  Whether in the midst of His work, or re cu per at ing
from the bur den and heat of the day; whether at home in
the cir cle of His dis ci ples and friends, or out yon der in the
lone li ness of si lence of night; whether in joy or sor row,
whether liv ing or dy ing, He showed Him self an ex am ple
of this teaching that “men ought al ways to pray.”

If we mean to be dis ci ples of Je sus the case must be
the same with us.  A per son who has ceased to pray, has
ceased to be a Chris tian.  The place which prayer finds in
our life mea sures the de gree in which we are dis ci ples of
Je sus Christ.  The se cret of strength in Christ’s life is to be
also the se cret of strength in our lives.

In all prob a bil ity you are say ing, yes, if only we knew
how to pray!  The word pray means to ask.   And do you
mean to say that you who have learned to know God as
your kind heav enly Fa ther do not know how to pray to
Him, nor what things to ask of Him?  How readily we
learn to tell our com plaints to one an other, and never find
our selves lack ing words, ei ther!  There is an old say ing,
“Tell it to God the wall,” – you may be sure more co mes of 
do ing that than from pour ing our trou bles into hu man ears.

Of course, as Chris tians we ought to pray not only in
our times of need, but “al ways.”  Are   you start ing to
work in the morn ing?  Pray strength and help.  Do you sit
down to eat?  Ask God’s bless ing.  And when you stretch
your hands upon your bed at night, com mit your self to His 
pro tec tion.  In ev ery thing is the say ing true, “God’s bless -
ing won, all is done.” 

“Ev ery good gift and ev ery per fect gift is from
above.”  Call, there fore, upon God.  Ask for that high est
gift, which He has in Je sus Christ prom ised to all who ask
for it, the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Ed.  When you ‘re ceive’
Je sus Christ as your per sonal Sav ior, you also re ceive the
Holy Spirit).  If you have that gift, you will have the spirit
of prayer, for He will teach you more and more how “al -
ways to pray;” not only  to ask, but also al ways and in ev -
ery thing to give thanks; and not only that, but to con sult
with God about all your af fairs, even as an earthly child
does with a lov ing fa ther.

But how can one in the midst of all his daily care and
toil find time “al ways to pray?”  Let the ex am ple of Je sus
be our an swer.  He who en joined this duty was Him self the 
busi est of work ers.  To Him ev ery mo ment was pre cious
and nec es sary, if He would in three short years fin ish His
ap pointed work.  Day af ter day He spent Him self in la bors
for His fellowmen, and yet, busy as He con stantly was, He 

“prayed al ways.”  Let us re mem ber that it is not in “much
speak ing” that prayer con sists.  How of ten do we find it
said of our Sav ior, as He stood amidst all the pres sure of
His busy life, “But He lifted up His eyes to heaven?”  An
up ward glance, a sigh in which the heart breathes out its
de sire to God, of ten counts for more than lengthy  forms of 
prayer.  And for this can ev ery Chris tian find time;
whether he toils at com mon la bor, or stands aa work man
in the roar of the great fac tory; yes, and though his po si -
tion in life be the loft i est pos si ble, so much more will he
feel the need of prayer, — that ex er cise which brings help
and strength, se cu rity and peace.  

This is not say ing that a Chris tian ought not have par -
tic u lar times when he may in se cret talk his con cerns over
with God.  Our Lord with drew to the Mount of Ol ives for
spe cial sea sons of prayer; you must seek your closet.  And
do ing so, you find it true, “Thy Fa ther which seeth in se -
cret shall re ward thee openly.”

But, are our prayers al ways heard?  The par a ble with
which our prayer-text is con nected gives the an swer.  The
widow was heard, even by the un just judge; how much
rather shall God’s chil dren be heard by their heav enly Fa -
ther!

Yes, ask, even when you feel your self to be un wor thy;
seek, though there should seem to be no pros pect of find -
ing; knock, though you must wait long for the door to be
opened.  It shall never fail; “ev ery one that asketh receiv -
eth, he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened.”

This is the truth set forth in the par a ble.  And though
your own rea son and the world should in ter pose a thou -
sand doubts, cling to the prom ise.  He who was might i est
in prayer hath spo ken it; “Ask and ye shall re ceive.”  
True, God does not al ways give us the things which we
think are nec es sary to our hap pi ness, and for which we
may pray.  Our God loves us far too well to grant us all our
wishes, fool ish as they some times are.  Nev er the less our
prayers are al ways heard, and we are given the things
which will be for our good.  Only “good and per fect
gifts” come from above.

Then let us “pray with out ceas ing,” nor ever grow
weary and we shall ex pe ri ence the truth ex pressed in these 
lines;

The Lord Je ho vah lives
To hear and an swer prayer; 
Whoe’er in Him be lieves
And trusts His guard ian care,
A Fa ther’s ten der love shall know, 
Whence liv ing streams of com fort flow.

Taken from Follow Me by Benevolus, 
copyright – 1908.
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The Blood Of Jesus Christ His Son
Cleanseth Us From All Sin  1 John 1:7b

Mar tin Lu ther re cords that he once dreamed that Sa tan 
came to him and told him he could never hope to get to
heaven be cause he was such a sin ner.  “Have you a list of
my sins?” Lu ther asked.  “Yes,” said Sa tan, and brought
him a long list of fail ures.  Twice Lu ther asked if there
were any more, and twice Sa tan brought him a long list. 
Again, Lu ther asked if there were any more.  “That is all,”
Sa tan said.  “Then” cried Lu ther, “write now across them
all, ‘the blood of Je sus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin.’”  And Sa tan left!  Have your sins been washed
away by the blood of Je sus Christ?    —W. Ross Rainey

Have you been to Je sus for the cleans ing power?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? – Elisha A.

Hoffman

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

These all continued with one accord in prayer
and supplication, with the women, and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Acts 1:14 (AV)

Re gard ing the phrase “with one ac cord,” schol ars tell
us: “This is a unique Greek word, with 10 oc cur rences in
the Book of Acts, and this helps us un der stand the unique -
ness of the Chris tian com mu nity. The word, homo -
thumadon is a com pound of two words mean ing to ‘rush
along’ and ‘in uni son’.  The im age is al most mu si cal; a
num ber of notes are sounded which, while dif fer ent, har -
mo nize in pitch and tone, com bine to pro duce a pleas ing
re sult.”  Surely if we would see bless ing, we should fol low 
the ex am ple of the early Church and be in one ac cord.

W. H. Burnett
We are not di vided, all one body we, 
One in hope and doc trine, one in char ity. – Sabine

Bar ing-Gould

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

One died for all, therefore all died.
2 Co rin thi ans 5:15

IN all re li gions we come in con tact with the no tion of
the hu man race that sin ners can not ap proach God with out
atone ment.

God gave His cho sen peo ple His rev e la tion of sal va -
tion.  God con firms this ap pre hen sion a means of atone -
ment in or der that they might abide God’s holy wrath and
not be con sumed by it.  They were given a sub sti tute, the
sac ri fi cial an i mal, which gave its life in the sinner’s stead.

But the sac ri fices of the Old Tes ta ment were only a

shadow.  Christ is the per fect sac ri fice.  While the high
priest went into the holy of holies with strange blood, in
Christ the race’s own blood was sac ri ficed.

Our pro gen i tor, Adam, was our first sub sti tute.  He
acted on be half of the whole race.  There fore his sin be -
came the sin of the whole race.

Christ is the Sec ond Adam.  It was His task to suf fer
on be half of all hu man kind, to atone for the sin of the
whole race.

In the first place, He took upon Him self our pun ish -
ment.  “The chas tise ment … was upon him.”  None but a
God-man could take upon Him self this pun ish ment, the
fear ful temp ta tions and an guish of soul, even to be ing for -
saken by God  

In the sec ond place, He suf fered our pen alty vol un -
tarily.  

He be came obe di ent unto death, even the death of the
cross.  A sin gle mo ment’s im pa tience and un will ing ness in 
the mind of Je sus would have nul li fied the whole atone -
ment and all hu man ity would have been plunged into eter -
nal perdition.

How much did Je sus have to suf fer?  He had to suf fer
as long as peo ple and dev ils had a sin gle suf fer ing left by
which he might tor ture Him.  When He had suf fered
through the ex pe ri ence of be ing for saken by God, Sa tan
had no worse suf fer ing with which to af flict Him.  Then
Je sus could cry out His mighty: “It is fin ished!”

God’s Word for Today, By O. Hallesby, Copyright
1937, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I seek not yours, but you 
2 Co rin thi ans 12:14b

The Apos tle Paul had poured his life into the lives of
the Co rin thian Chris tians, first as an evan ge list, then as a
teacher, but most of all, as a spir i tual fa ther.  Their ques -
tion ing of him and his au thor ity left him grieved.  Of ten
we can be en gaged in the life of the church, or in di vid u als
within the church, or even our own fam ily, and yet there
seems so lit tle to show for it.  Like Paul, we may feel ag -
grieved be cause our ser vice is un ap pre ci ated (vv. 11-13),
our live is unreciprocated (vv. 14-18), and our ex pec ta -
tions are un ful filled (vv. 19-21).  Don’t give up dear ser -
vant.  Our part is to re mem ber the One we are serv ing –
and keep our spirit strong to wards those we are serv ing.

Norman Craig Funston

O may all who come be hind us find us faith ful;
May the fire of our de vo tion light their way –Jon Mohr
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Unsolicited Advice 
By Fred Wil lis 

Some one said: “Un so lic ited ad vice is sel dom heeded
and of ten scorned, but the Bi ble says, “A wise man will
hear, and will in crease learn ing” Prov. 1:5.

“If you seek re venge, be sure to dig two graves.”  The
im pli ca tion of this quo ta tion is quite clear.  If you are de -
ter mined to get re venge, no one is go ing to win.  Now
some may be think ing, “Well, I got re venge and I won.
But did you re ally?  When we all stand be fore the Lord,
how is your re cord go ing to look?

There are many Scrip ture verses that teach us not to
re tal i ate.  “rec om pense to no man evil for evil … avenge
not your selves … Ven geance is mine; I will re pay, saith the 
Lord…Be not over come of evil, but over come evil with
good” (Rom. 12:17-21).

We all have a nat u ral in cli na tion from the old sin na -
ture to strike back when some one has wronged us.  Even
the nor mally gen tle house pet may turn on you if it is pro -
voked in the wrong way.  The apos tle Paul de plored the
wretch ed ness of the car nal fleshly na ture.  He said,”…the
evil which I would not, that I do” (7:19).  

Hus bands and wives are some of the worst of fend ers
when it co mes to seek ing re venge.  Harsh words of ten turn 
into phys i cal or other types of abuse.  Some one said, “If
the only tool that you have is a ham mer, ev ery thing looks
like a nail.”  On the other hand, if your tongue is the only
weapon that you have, ev ery one may look like a tar get.

The worst case of re venge that I was ever per son ally
ac quainted with ac tu ally did re quire two graves.  The wife
of our son’s orth odon tist filed for di vorce and bragged
about “tak ing him to the cleaner.”

Each time we made a visit to his of fice the doc tor
would ex pound about what his wife was try ing to do to
him.  Rather than put up with it, he shot her and then
turned the gun on him self.  This quest for re venge back -
fired …lit er ally.

Many sto ries, both the fic tional and the true, are cen -
tered around the theme of re venge.  The de prav ity of the
hu man na ture drives men to the most de spi ca ble of crimes.  
Pris on ers of war are of ten sub jected to tor ture be yond
imag i na tion.  Some times it is to get in for ma tion, but of ten
it is for noth ing more than to get revenge.

Some of the hard est things that Je sus taught are re -
corded in chap ter 5 of Mat thew.  In the Ser mon on the
Mount, He told us how we are to han dle ad ver sity and
those who would seek re venge.  Je sus said that we are to
love our en e mies and do good to them that hate us (Ed.
That does n’t mean that ‘we’ agree with them), But how is
this pos si ble?  It can’t be done with out the power of the

Holy Spirit, and then it is still very difficult.
Je sus said that if some one smites us on the cheek, we

are to turn to him the other also.  This ac tu ally hap pened to 
me as a young teen.  With out any prov o ca tion, an older
boy smashed me in the face with his fist.  For years I
thought about how I might get re venge, and even to day it
makes me mad when I think about how badly it hurt me.

Part of the prob lem is that we want re venge right now.  
The Lord said that He would avenge us, but we don’t want
to wait.  We want to see the other per son suf fer as we have
suf fered.

When thoughts of re venge come, one of the best
things that we can do is wait.  Seek godly coun sel and let
your tem per cool down.  Take a long-range look at what
you are plan ning to do.  Con sider how many peo ple will
be af fected and in what way.  Ask the Lord to help you
con trol your thoughts.  Let Him take care of the prob lem
as much as pos si ble.  We don’t need any more un nec es sary 
graves. 

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: Need I re mind you that Scrip ture is very
clear, un less we are will ing to ‘for give’ NEITHER shall
we be ‘for given’?  Re mem ber ‘for give ness’ is a mat ter of
the ‘will’, not emo tion!  

Seven Things That Please God 

1.  The sal va tion of souls pleases God.
When ever a re pen tant sin ner co mes to Christ, God’s

heart is filled with joy, since God does not de light in the
death of the wicked but in their con ver sion.   (Ezek.
33:11).  In Galatians 1:15, Paul stated that “it pleased God, 
who sep a rated me from my mother’s womb, and called me 
by His grace.”  

Win ning lost souls is a wise in vest ment for eter nity
(Prov. 11:30) – ac tions with which God is surely pleased!

2.  Preach ing pleases God.
“For af ter that in the wis dom of God the world by wis -

dom knew not God, it pleased God by the fool ish ness of
preach ing to save them that be lieve.” – 1 Cor. 1:21.

True preach ing pleases God be cause it em pha sizes the 
cen tral place of the cross in God’s plan of re demp tion.

“But we preach Christ cru ci fied, unto the Jews a
stum bling block, and unto the Greeks fool ish ness; But
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wis dom of God”—Vss. 23, 24.

Gen u ine preach ing also pleases God be cause it ex alts
the power of Christ (Rm. 1:16) and be cause it ex presses
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the pur pose of the Great Com mis sion (Matt. 28:18-20).

3.  Faith pleases God.
“But with out faith it is im pos si ble to please Him for he

that com eth to God must be lieve that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that dil i gently seek Him.” – Heb. 11:6.

Faith pleases God be cause of its source – the Word of
God (Rom. 10:17) – and be cause of its sub stance (Heb.
11:1).  Faith also pleases God be cause of its sub ject –
Christ (Heb. 12:2) – and be cause of its suf fi ciency, for the
“just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17).  (Ed. Faith (Liv ing)
pleases GOD be cause it is a ‘gift’ from HIM . (John 6:29,
Ephe sians 2:8-9).

4.  Giv ing pleases God.
“By Him there fore let us of fer the sac ri fice of praise to 

God con tin u ally, that is, the fruit of our lips giv ing thanks
to His name.  But to do good and to com mu ni cate (fi nan -
cial stew ard ship – giv ing of our fi nan cial bless ings) for get 
not: for with such sac ri fices God is well pleased.” – Heb.
13:15, 16. 

Philippians 4:14-18 calls such fi nan cial giv ing a “sac -
ri fice ac cept able, well pleas ing to God.”

5.  Obe di ence to par ents by chil dren pleases God.
In the apos tle Paul’s in struc tion for fam ily hap pi ness

and har mony in Colossians 3:16-22 that in cluded di rec -
tives for the fa ther, the mother and the chil dren, he de -
clares: ”Chil dren, obey your par ents in all things: for this
is well pleas ing unto the Lord” (Vs. 20).

In Ephe sians 6:1-3, this obe di ence in cludes prop erly
hon or ing one’s par ents, with the gen eral prom ise of a long
life on the earth.

6.  Prais ing God in wor ship pleases God.
No, this does not in clude or mean pro-char is matic or

so-called con tem po rary Chris tian mu sic (CCM)!  To en -
deavor to be fun da men tal ist in the pre cepts of the Word
(doc trine) and be con tem po rary in the prac tices of the
world is both con tra dic tory and confusing.

Psalm 147:1 says, “Praise ye the LORD: for it is good
to sing praise unto our God; for it is pleas ant; and praise is
comely.”  CCM con fuses the mu sic of the world with the
mu sic of the Word (40:3).

7.  Unity in the con gre ga tion pleases God.
“Be hold, how good and pleas ant it is for breth ren to

dwell to gether in unity.” —  Ps.133:1.
This gen u ine unity is not an ar ti fi cial or a forced unity

but co mes when be liev ers in New Tes ta ment lo cal
churches cen ter their fo cus on Christ and whole heart edly
co op er ate to gether un der the Scrip tural, func tional lead er -

ship of the pas tor (Heb. 13:7, 17).
Pleas ing God is an im per a tive and ma jor re spon si bil -

ity of born-again be liev ers.  Pleas ing God re sults in ho li -
ness (12:9-11), hap pi ness (Col. 1:10), har mony (Acts
15:22), and help (1 John 3:22). 

Dr. Don Jasmin in Fundamentalist Digest
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“The righ teous man walks in his in teg rity; His chil -
dren are blessed af ter him.”    “Do not lie to one an -

other, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds,”   Prov erbs 20:7 & Colossians 3:9.

HONESTY, sad to say, is be com ing more and
more  scarce and ‘ly ing’ is its sub sti tute!  When and
wher ever ‘ly ing’ be comes more prev a lent – from the
‘White House’ on down to the ‘grass roots OR visa
versa – the ‘re sult’ is lack of ‘trust & free dom’ lo cally
and na tion ally!  This is ALSO true in ‘Chris tian Min is -
tries’, re gardless of name, size or strength.  GOD says
‘lie not to one an other’.  YES we are def i nitely ac -
count able for what flows over ‘our’ lips or by pen.
Read Revelation 21:8.  

One of the sub stan tial ‘roots’ to this SIN is
‘money’.  Money is not evil in it self; but love of
money!  THE END DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE
MEANS!  “For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in
their  greed i ness, and pierced them selves through with
many sor rows” 1 Tim o thy 6:10.  It is a ‘dan ger/temp ta -
tion’ we all face!  OH, how ‘we’ need to pray Psalm
51.  This def i nitely in cludes me per son ally, so don’t
make prom ises/vows to GOD that we do not intend to
keep.

Like giv ing:  What?  How?  Where?  Ec cle si as tes
5:4-5.  BEWARE that ‘work’ does not be come your
‘mas ter’ in stead of your ‘ser vant’.  Luke 21:33-36 &
Mat thew 6:21.

April’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is approx. $1442.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000 PLUS
there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.

“For our proud con fi dence is this, the tes ti mony of
our con science, that in ho li ness and godly sin cer ity,
not in fleshly wis dom but in the grace of God, we have
con ducted our selves in the world, and es pe cially to -
ward you.”  II Co rin thi ans 1:12
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“Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy

Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.”  
Isaiah 41:14.

Ye fear ful saints, fresh cour age take, 
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mer cies, and shall break
In bless ing on your head.

“I glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me” 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Daily Food for Chris tians, 
Amer i can Tract So ci ety; 1897 or be fore

HAUGE LUTHERAN ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AT

Stavanger Lu theran Church 
Gar den City, Iowa

Pas tor Earl Korhonen , Host Pas tor

June 27 – 29, 2014
(Fri day Eve ning thru Sunday Noon)

THEME: REVIVE ‘US’ AGAIN!

Psalm 51:5 - 13

Fri day, June 27th 

7:00 p.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN

      Re fresh ment time fol low ing Ser vice

Sat ur day, June 28th 

9:00 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 a.m. – Pas tor Mar shall Nessa, Ossian (West Un -
ion), IA 

11:05 a.m. – Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

12:00 Noon – Meal Served at church with a Free 

      Will Of fer ing

1:10 p.m. – Wayne Almlie, Des Moines, IA 

2:10 p.m. – Pas tor Mar shall Nessa

3:15 p.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 p.m. – Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Singspiration

4:30 p.m. – An nual Con fer ence of the Hauge
Innermission

Hauge Board Meet ing fol low ing the An nual
Conference

7:00 p.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga 

Sunday, June 29th 

9:00 a.m. – Bi ble Study for ALL AGES – Pas tor Jim
Haga

10:00 a.m.– Wor ship Ser vice – Pas tor Jim Haga, Guest 
Speaker

ALL are very Wel come; but es pe cially needy ‘sin ners’
who NEED ‘Sea sons of Re fresh ing’ from the Pres ence 
of the LORD! 

For More In for ma tion:  Please call Pas tor Earl
Korhonen – (515) 338-0013.

P.S. IF con ve nient, please bring along ‘good ies’ for
‘Re fresh ment times’.  Can ‘we’ count on YOU to
PRAY, INVITE AND COME?


